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john a. powell 
Kirwan Institute for the Study of Race & Ethnicity,423 Mendenhall Lab, 125 S Oval Mall, Columbus, OH 43210 
(614)688-5467,  powell.355@osu.edu 
 
EDUCATION 
 
 UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA, Post-Graduate Human Rights Fellow, 1978-1980 
 
 UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA/BERKELEY (BOALT HALL), Juris Doctor, 1973 
 
 STANFORD UNIVERSITY, Bachelor of Arts in Psychology, Philosophy Minor, 1969  
 
EMPLOYMENT 
 

Professor of Law, OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY, MORITZ COLLEGE OF LAW 2003-present 
 
Gregory H. Williams Chair in Civil Rights and Civil liberties, Ohio State University, 
 2003-Present 
 
Executive Director, THE KIRWAN INSTITUTE FOR THE STUDY OF RACE & ETHNICITY, OHIO  

  STATE  UNIVERSITY, 2003-present 
 

Professor of Law, UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA LAW SCHOOL, 1993-2003 
 

Adjunct Professor of Law, HUBERT H. HUMPHREY INSTITUTE, UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA,  
1993-2003 

                  
                EARL R. LARSON CHAIR IN CIVIL RIGHTS AND CIVIL LIBERTIES LAW, UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA    

               LAW SCHOOL, 2001-2003 
 
Marvin J. Sonosky Chair of Law and Public Policy, UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA LAW  

SCHOOL, 1999-2000 
 

Julius E. Davis Professor, UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA LAW SCHOOL, 1997-1998 
 

Executive Director, THE INSTITUTE ON RACE & POVERTY, UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA LAW  
SCHOOL, 1993-2003 

 
Graduate Professor in American Studies, UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA, 2001-2003 

 
Adjunct Professor, AMERICAN UNIVERSITY, 1999 

 
Adjunct Professor of American Studies, COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS, UNIVERSITY OF  

MINNESOTA, 1997 
   

Consultant, FORD FOUNDATION AFRICA PROGRAM, Spring 1994 
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Consultant, INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF CONSUMERS UNION, 1993-1994 
Wasserstein Public Interest Fellow, HARVARD UNIVERSITY LAW SCHOOL, Spring 1993 

 
Adjunct Professor of Law, COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF LAW, 1990-1993 

 
National Legal Director, AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION, 1987-1993 

 
Professor, UNIVERSITY OF SAN FRANCISCO SCHOOL OF LAW, 1984-1987 

 
Mediation Trainer, CONCILIATION FORUM OF OAKLAND, 1985-1987  

 
Director, THE LEADERSHIP PROJECT/NLADA, 1983-1985 

 
Adjunct Professor of Law, UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI LAW SCHOOL, 1981-1983 

 
Executive Director, LEGAL SERVICES OF GREATER MIAMI, 1981-1983 

 
Staff Attorney/Litigation Resource, EVERGREEN LEGAL SERVICES, 1979-1981 

 
Instructor, SOUTHERN INDIA, 1978-1979 

 
Consultant, GOVERNMENT OF MOZAMBIQUE, 1978 

 
Fellow, INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS POST-GRADUATE FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM,  

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA LAW SCHOOL, 1977-1978 
 

Mediator, VARIOUS COMMUNITY GROUPS IN THE SEATTLE AREA, 1975-1977 
 

PRIVATE PRACTICE, 1976-1977 
 

Staff Attorney, SEATTLE PUBLIC DEFENDER, 1973-1976 
 

Law Clerk, DNA/PEOPLES (LEGAL SERVICES), 1972 
 
OTHER PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 
 
MEMBER/AFFILIATIONS:  Chairman of the Board for the TIDES Network, National Bar 

Association, National Conference of Black Lawyers, National Legal Aid 
and Defender Association, National Housing Law Center Association, 
Washington State Bar Association, Congressional Black Caucus 
Foundation, Poverty & Race Research Action Council (PRRAC), 
National Economic Development and Law Center, Transatlantic Human 
Rights Group, National Urban League, Smart Growth America, Center 
for Social Inclusion Advisory Board, African American Forum on Race 
& Regionalism, African American Leadership Academy 

 
AWARDS:   Recipient of the History Maker Award; Outstanding Community Service  
    Award from Univ of MN. 
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PERSONAL 
 
Born:    May 27, 1947 
 
Background:   Grew up in Detroit, Michigan as the sixth of nine children.  Attended 

high school in Detroit at Southeastern.  Played basketball and ran track in 
high school, and ran track in college. 

 
Travel:    Central and Northern Europe, Canada, Japan, Thailand, Brazil, Mexico 

and other parts of Central America, South Africa, Tanzania, Kenya, 
Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Zambia, the Seychelles, Botswana, Ethiopia, 
Malawi, India, New Zealand, Australia. 

 
PUBLICATIONS 
 
BOOKS  
  

Structural Racism in a Diverse Society, j.powell, Michael Omi and Manuel Pastor (forthcoming). 
 
In Pursuit of a Dream Deferred: Linking Housing and Education Polices, j. powell, Gavin 

 Kearney and Vina Kay, eds., (2001).  
 

The Rights of Racial Minorities: The Basic ACLU Guide to Racial Minority Rights (Young 
People’s Version (with L. McDonald)), 1998. 

 
The Rights of Racial Minorities: The Basic ACLU Guide to Racial Minority Rights (2n ed. 1993) 
(with L. McDonald). 

 
BOOK CHAPTERS 

 
The Black Metropolis in the 21st Century, Structural Racism and Spatial Jim Crow, edited by 
Robert Bullard, Ph.D. Forthcoming: summer 2005 
 
Book title unknown (forthcoming), A New Theory of Integrated Education: True Integration, 
UNC School of Law/The Center for Civil Rights 
 
Black Men and Domestic Violence, Societal Systems of Black Male Violence, edited by Dr. 
Oliver Williams. Forthcoming: summer 2005 
 
Talking the Walk: A Communication Guide for Racial Justice, Foreword, Hunter Cunning and 
Makani Themba- Nixon (2003). 
 
Toward the Livable City, Opportunity-Based Housing, Emilie Buchwald, November 2003. 
 
Sprawl, Fragmentation, and the Persistence of Racial Inequality: Limiting Civil Rights by 
Fragmenting Space, Urban Sprawl: Causes, Consequences, and Policy Responses, Greg Squires, 
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ed. 2002. 
 
Fragmentation as a Primary Barrier to Civil Rights Enforcement, 2000 Report of the Citizens' 
Commission on Civil Rights, (with Kathleen Graham) (2002). 

 
Beyond Racism: Race and Inequality in Brazil, South Africa and the United States, 
Transformative Action: A Strategy for Ending Racial Hierarchy and Achieving True Democracy. 

Lynne Rienner Publishers, 2001 
 
 
Challenges to Equality: Poverty and Race in America. Race, Poverty and Social Security 
M.E. Sharpe, 2001 

 
Introduction, Double Exposure, Poverty & Race in America, C. Hartman, ed., 1997. 

 
Who Thought of Dropping Racial Categories and Why?, Double Exposure, Poverty & Race in 
America, C. Hartman, ed., 1997. 

 
The Debate on Multiculturalism, Double Exposure, Poverty & Race in America, C.  
Hartman, ed., 1997. 

 
Are You Going To March, Race: an anthology in the first person, B. Schneider, ed.,1997. 

 
How Government Tax and Housing Policy Have Racially Segregated America, Taxing America, 
K. Brown and M.L. Fellows, eds., 1996. 

 
Worlds Apart: Reconciling Freedom of Speech and Equality, The Price We Pay: The Case 
Against Racist Speech, Hate Propaganda, and Pornography 332, L .Lederer & R. Delgado, eds., 
1995. 

 
Why Anti-Discrimination is Not Enough, Commentary on Housing Segregation: Race, Poverty 

 and Policy, Fanny Mae University Colloquium, 1993. 
 

Reflections on Regionalism, Addressing Regional Dilemmas for Minority Communities, Bruce 
Katz, ed. Brookings Institution Press 

 
 

 
ARTICLES AND ESSAYS 
  
 The Problem of Whiteness (tentative), Washington University Law Quarterly (forthcoming) 
 
 Needed: More Focus on Whiteness, Vol. 14, No.1, January & February 2005 Poverty & Race. 
 
 The Needs of Members in A Legitimate Democratic State, Vol. 44, 2004, No4 Santa Clara Law 
 Review. 
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Lessons From Suffering: How Social Justice Informs Spirituality, Vol. 1, 2003, No 1 University 
of St.Thomas Law Journal. 

 
 Does Living a Spirituality Engaged Life Mandate Us to Be Actively Engaged in Issues of Social 
 Justice?, Vol. 1, 2003, No 1 University of St. Thomas Law Journal.  
 
                Brown is Not Brown and Educational Reform is Not Reform if Integration is Not a Goal, Vol. 28, 
 2003, NO 2 (with Marguerite L Spencer) New York Univ-Review of Law & Social Change 
 

Giving Them the Old “One-Two”: Gentrification and the K.O. of Impoverished Urban Dwellers 
of Color., Spring 2003 (with Marguerite L Spencer), Howard Law Journal. 

  
 Opportunity-Based Housing, Vol 12, Winter 2003, NO 2 Journal of Affordable Housing and 
 Community Development Law. 
 
 An Integrated Theory of Integrated Education, August 2002, Center for Civil Rights, Univ of 
 North Carolina. 
 
 Racism and Metropolitan Dynamics: The Civil Rights Challenge of the 21st Century, August      
        2002, Ford Foundation 
                 
               A Minority-Majority Nation: Racing the Population in the Twenty-First Century, Vol XXIX   
          April 2002, NO. 4 Fordham Urban Law Journal  
 
                Post-Durban Implications for the US Civil Rights Agenda, PRRAC (January/February 2002) 
 
             The Tensions Between Integration and School Reform, Vol 28, Spring 2001, NO 3, Hastings    
             Constitutionals Law Quarterly 
   

The New Racial Politics of Social Security, Colorlines (Fall 2000). 
 
 Race, Poverty, & Globalization, Poverty and Race (with S.P. Udayakumar (May/June 2000). 
 

Whites Will Be Whites: The Failure to Interrogate Racial Privilege, 34 University of San 
Francisco L. Rev 419 (Spring 2000). 

 
Achieving Racial Justice: What’s Sprawl Got to Do with It?, Poverty & Race  
(Sept./Oct. 1999). 

 
What We Need to Do About the ‘Burbs?, Colorlines Magazine (Fall 1999). 

 
Race and Space, 8 Poverty & Race 3 (1999). 

 
Race, Poverty and Urban Sprawl: Access to Opportunities Through Regional Strategies.  
Forum for Social Economics (Spring 1999).  

 
What Really Drives Metropolitan Growth, Brookings Review (Fall 1998). 
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Remaking the Urban University for the Urban Student: Talking About Race, 30 Connecticut L. 
Rev 1247 (1998). 

 
As Justice Requires/Permits: The Delimitation of Harmful Speech in a Democratic Society, 16 
Law & Inequality Journal (1997). 

 
The Colorblind Multiracial Dilemma: Racial Categories Reconsidered, 31 U.S.F. L. Rev. 789 

 (1997). 
 

 The "Racing" of American Society: Race Functioning as a Verb Before Signifying as a 
 Noun, 15 Law & Ineq. 99 (1997). 
 

Reflections on the Self: Exploring Between and Beyond Modernity and Postmodernity, 81 
 Minn.Law Review 1481 (1997). 
 

Injecting a Race Component into Mount Laurel-Style Litigation, 27 Seton Hall Law Review 
 1369 (1997). 
 

Race & Democracy in America, Colors (Fall 1996). 
 

Worlds Apart: Reconciling Freedom of Speech and Equality, 85 Kentucky Law Journal 9  
(1996-97). 

 
 Is Racial Integration Essential to Achieving Quality Education for Low-Income Minority  
 Students, In the Short Term?  In the Long Term?, Poverty and Race (Sep.-Oct. 1996). 
 

Segregation and Educational Inadequacy in Twin Cities Public Schools, 17 Hamline J.  
Public L. & Pol. 337 (1996). 

 
Living and Learning: Linking Housing and Education, 80 Minn. L. Rev. 749 (1996). 

 
Black Immersion Schools, 21 N.Y.U. Rev. L. & Soc. Change 601 (1995). 

 
Blaming the Remedy, Racefile (May-June 1995). 

 
Constructing an Agenda for the Post-Civil Rights Era, 29 U.S.F.L. Rev. 889 (1995). 

 
How the "War on Drugs" Decimated Black America, Colors (July-Aug. 1995). 

 
Who Thought of Dropping Racial Categories, and Why?, Poverty & Race (Jan.-Feb. 1995). 

 
Neighborhood Schools Mean Segregated Schools, Star Tribune (Dec. 18, 1994). 

 
Who Really Can Claim Innocence?, Poverty & Race (Nov.-Dec. 1994). 

 
Righting the Law: Seeking a Humane Voice, 96 W. Va. L. Rev. 33 (1994). 

 
Talking Race, 31 Hungry Mind Rev. 15 (1994). 
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The Right to Die, 10 Law & Med. 169  (1994) (with Cohen). 

 
Symposium: Is Racism Permanent?, Poverty & Race (Nov.-Dec. 1993). 

 
Race and Poverty: A New Focus for Legal Services, 27 Clearinghouse Rev. 299 (1993). 

 
 You Have the Right (syndicated column) (1989-1993). 
 

Rights Talk/Free Speech and Equality, 1992/1993 Ann. Surv. Am. L. 587. 
 

The Debate on Multiculturalism, Poverty & Race, (July 1992). 
 

Comment: Racial Realism or Racial Despair?, 24 Conn. L. Rev. 533  (1992). 
 

Racism and Multiculturalism: A Dilemma in a Post-Civil Rights Era, 5 Mie J. 2 (1991). 
 
 Hostage to the Drug War: The National Purse, the Constitution and the Black Community, 24  
  U.C. Davis L. Rev. 557 (1991). 
 
 New Property Desegregated: A Model to Address Employment Discrimination, 24 U.S.F.L. Rev.  
  363 (1990). 
 
              
BOOK REVIEWS 
 
 Beyond the Whiteness of Whiteness: Memoir of a White Mother of Black Sons, by Jane 
 Lazarre;Displacing Whiteness: Essays in Social and Cultural Criticism, edited by Ruth 
 Frankenberg, Signs, Journal of Women in Culture and Society (Winter 2000). 


