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Faith In Democracy Conversation

“A Single Garment Of Destiny”

“All life is interrelated.  We are caught in an inescapable network of mutuality; tied in a single garment of destiny.” – Martin Luther King, Jr.
The Conversation:  2-Hour Template and 

Small Group Discussion Guide

(DRAFT)
Faith In Democracy Conversation

A Single Garment of Destiny: 

A Conversation to Create Clarity and Commitment to our Common Future
DRAFT December 1, 2006

120 minutes
"All life is interrelated.  We are caught in an inescapable network of mutuality; tied in a single garment of destiny." Martin Luther King, Jr.


“Hope is an absurdity that is too embarrassing to speak about, for it flies in the face of all those claims we have been told are facts.  Hope is the refusal to accept the reading of reality which is the majority opinion; one does that only at great political and existential risk.”  Walter Bruggemann, The Prophetic Imagination


Primary Themes:

Our faith tells us that we are called to live our life as fundamentally connected to God and to our neighbor.  

Our lived reality, however, is one of radical separateness, isolation and disconnection.  

The social structures and institutions that shape our lives keep us separate and disconnected.  


These structures keep us separate geographically, economically, racially and 
relationally.  The assumptions that we are radically separate beings and must 
compete for scare resources are the driving forces underlying the current divisions 
along lines of race, class and place.  

There is a chasm between the call of our faith and the disconnected nature of our daily reality that causes pain to us as individuals and exacts a profound cost on our society as a whole.

To face the crisis we see in our country, our communities and in the lives of our families, we must understand that the transformation of the center of our democracy is not only a political project, but a spiritual project.  It will require a body of people willing to live, to act and to project an entirely new way of being.



Opening Worship and Opening Theological Reflection
10 minutes


(Scripture and Text to inform the creation of an opening prayer and theological reflection to unpack the themes of the conversation)

“Is not this the fast that I choose; to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free and to break every yoke? (58:6)

Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover them, and not to hide from your own kin? (58:7)

Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go before you, the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard.  Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am (58:8)

Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many generations;  you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to live in.”  (58:12 – NRSV)

“In a Christian community everything depends on whether each individual is an indispensable link in a chain.  Only when even the smallest link is securely interlocked is the chain unbreakable.  A community that allows unemployed members to exist within it will perish.” (Life Together by Dietrich Bonhoeffer, p. 94) 

 “The most significant thing about The Catholic Worker is poverty, some say.

The most significant this is community, others say.  We are not alone any more.  But the final word is love.  At times it has been, in the words of Father Zossima, a harsh and dreadful thing, and our very faith in love has been tried through fire.  We cannot love God unless we love each other, and to love we must know each other.  We know God in the breaking of bread, and we know each other in the braking of bread, and we are not alone any more.  Heaven is a banquet and life is a banquet, too, even with a crust, where there is companionship.  We have all known the long loneliness and we have learned the only solution is love and that love comes with community.” ( Dorothy Day, The Long Loneliness p. 285-286)

“Justice is what love sounds like with it6 speaks in public.” (I May Not Get There with You – The True Martin Luther King, Jr. by Michael Eric Dyson, p. 132)

“There can be no real joy for anybody until there is joy finally for us all.” (Sacred Journey by Frederick Buechner, p.96-97)
Introduction







3 minutes
Many of us would not disagree that our families, our communities, our country and our democracy are facing an enormous crisis.  We experience the crisis in different ways.  We would claim different reasons for the crisis.  We tell different stories about what is happening to us and we tell different stories about why this crisis exists and what we should do about it. . .We look outside of ourselves to experts, to politicians, to the talking heads on our television sets for answers.  Although we may find temporary relief, it is usually unsatisfying.  Even confounding.  

What if we are looking to the wrong places for “answers”? 

What if some of what we are seeking begins with our own experiences, our own stories?  

What if some the answers to what faces us can be found through unpacking our experience as people of faith?

What does our faith tell us about what is happening to us and what we should do about it?

We are here together to begin a conversation about what we really believe in our hearts.  


· What we believe about who we are as a people

· What we believe about what we are capable of as a people

· What we believe is really possible for our common life together.

ON FLIPCHART:

The Contradiction: Our Daily Reality and Our Ache for God
7 minutes
You are about to have a discussion in small groups.  The conversation we are going to ask you to explore one another is about the deep contradiction in our experience between what we long for as people of faith and what our daily lives are really like.  

We get one message in our worship services but are bombarded by a different reality day in and day out.  That leaves us in a lot of pain. There is a wound left by this gap between what we long for and the world we live in.
We ache for connection but are confronted every moment of every day with another reality—A reality that asks us not only to ignore the deepest tenants of our faith, but tells us that the deepest tenants of our faith are impossible, irrational and naïve.

This exacts a tremendous emotional and spiritual cost in our daily lives.

A Personal Story:







5 minutes

Here is how I experience this profound contradiction in my life between what I want to hope for, believe about who I am and who we are together and how I am torn from that belief by the daily reality around me. . .

Small Group Discussion:  Part 1




40 minutes
The Focus of the Conversation: Personal experience of the contradiction and tension between our experience of God’s promise of interconnectedness and the daily reality of disconnection.

Personal Stories:








Tell a personal story of how you have been divided from your deepest faith beliefs by your day to day reality.

What is Happening to Us?: Some Analysis


16 minutes
1. 
Report Back from Small Groups



10 minutes


What is our experience of our day to day lived reality? How do we feel?

We also have an experience of God’s presence in our lives.  What were some of our faith beliefs we named as at the center of a more hopeful vision?
ON ONE FLIPCHART: (Some Possible Outcomes)

	Daily Reality

Isolation, Distrust, It our fault, Separate, hopeless, cynical, Lonley, Split in Two, Disappointment, Guilty, Collusion, Complicit, Disloyal, Conflicted, Fear of not fitting in, Fear of others, Threatened, Numb, Powerless, 

	Core Faith Beliefs: What We Long For

community, compassion, cooperation, equality, diversity, family, forgiveness, freedom, caring, generosity, hospitality, hope, inclusion, justice, love, mutuality, opportunity, peacefulness, relationships, respect, valuing of difference, human dignity, ethics, grace, humility, service, stewardship, renewal, interconnection



We feel hopeless about ever really being able to have a life that is deeply connected and integrated.  Hopelessness exacts a great cost.

What is the cost to you of being hopeless?  What is the cost to us collectively?

2.  Two Visions: Radical Separateness and Deep Interconnection
3 minutes
SO—WHAT IS HAPPENING TO US?

There is a profound contradiction between God’s promise of interconnectedness and love and the dominant experience we have of isolation and separateness of our daily reality.  There is a profound gap.  This gap makes us feel hopeless.  
We have this experience as individuals, but this contradiction is BIGGER than us as individuals.

We experience this contradiction every day because there are competing visions at the center of our country about

· who we are

· what we are capable of

· what is possible for our common life together.

ON FLIPCHART:
	TWO VISIONS:

A SPECTRUM



	OUR DAILY REALITY
(
A VISION OF RADICAL 
SEPERATENESS
(
 LEADING TO ISOLATION, THE MYTH OF SCARCITY AND FEAR


	CORE FAITH BELIEFS
(
A VISION OF INTERCONNECTEDNESS
(
LEADING TO COMMUNITY, SHARED ABUNDANCE AND RADICAL HOPE


Talk Piece:

One vision that is promoted is a vision of the radical separateness of individuals—we are fundamentally disconnected selves vying for scarce resources.  We should be afraid of one another because without forceful checks on our nature, we would take each other’s material things.  We must protect ourselves from one another and this is one of the primary roles of the state.  This is the dominant vision at work in our country and many or most of our structures and institutions are structured around this vision of radical separateness.

However, there is another vision that has been promoted in our country and that is a vision of fundamental connectedness.  This is the belief that we are fundamentally connected, that we a part of a “single garment of destiny,” that our very spiritual and material survival is dependant upon our ability to be connected into a community.  We have this experience of connection and community all the time.  There have been moments in our even recent history where this vision of interconnectedness was more deeply animated in our culture/politics and then structures and institutions were transformed to reflect, to support and to encourage a more interconnected/intertwined reality.

In our society, our history there has been between a continual tension between radical separateness and radical connectedness.  As we move between these poles we tend to deny the other pole.  

What we are moving toward is an integrated approach.  We must acknowledge our individuality while understanding that we are called to live in community.
However, the vision of radical separate selves is very dominant in our culture.  
3. The Consequences: Some Analysis




3 minutes
Talk Piece:

Even if our values tell us we want to live a life of interconnection and community, we have very limited choices about how, when and where we can live out our longing to be interconnected. We may have some experiences of deep community—in our families, in our congregations, in certain moments—and we treasure these experiences.  
However, many of the structures, systems and institutions that drive our collective and public life are organized around and promote the more dominant vision of radical separateness.

For the next 30 minutes, you can wrestle together about these concepts and about how you see your lived reality shaped by these forces.  We will also begin to ask ourselves how we could collectively organize our lives differently.

Small Group Discussion






30 minutes
1. How is the vision of radical separateness at work in the world around you?  How are we divided from one another? 



For example: How does it work to shape your neighborhood, your 



community, your Metropolitan region, our culture, etc.?

2. If we worked to organize our collective/public life around a vision of interconnectedness, name one concrete thing that would be different.



For example: How would your schools look?  How would your 



neighborhood work?  How would your city be different?

Our Role and Our Work: The Risk of Radical Hope

9 minutes
Brief Report Back:







5 minutes
What are some of the concrete ways we see the dominant vision of radical separateness at work in shaping our lives?

What were a couple of the things we named that would be different and a more hopeful future if we organized more of our public life around a vision of interconnectedness?

ON FLIPCHART (Possible Outcomes):

	DAILY REALITY: SEPARATENESS

We are segregated

I have to drive everywhere

Our cities are divided by race and class

Income inequality
	HOPEFUL FUTURE

Our schools would work for all kids

Mixed-Income communities

We would invest in schools, roads, healthcare



Talk Piece:

Today we are asking ourselves the question, “Do we really believe that we are fundamentally connected or not?”  

The act of exploring this question is both deeply spiritual and deeply political.  

It is spiritual because confronting this question requires humility and an 
openness to transformation.   It requires that we risk ourselves. 

It is political because, as john powell has asserted, civilizations and societies 
are structured around how they answer this fundamental question.

An Invitation To Act: The Practice of Hope


5 minutes
(This will need to be constructed and adapted to local organizational plans—connecting the Conversation to the work of issue campaigns, public meetings, etc.)

We are borrowing from prophetic tradition, not trying to become prophets in the strict sense.  We certainly don’t want to be lone voices in the wilderness but, rather, we long to be deeply connected to communities of people seeking to realize a vision of a transformed world that more powerfully reflects the values we hold as people of faith.  
Closing Prayer and Song





3 minutes
Here is what we ask of you for the next two hours:


Delve into your own experience of God’s presence in your life and your day to day, lived reality


Open yourself to a provoking discussion about the contradiction and the tension between our lived reality and the promise of our faith


Explore the possibility for new ways of living our lives together here in our congregations, in our community and in the larger American context


Consider an invitation to deepen and broaden this discussion through our work with our faith-based organization 
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